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300 of these are of an avowedly and decidedly religious character.
Do these figures point to the use or to the abuse of popular literature? Not exclusively to either; for I utterly repudiate the witness of one for whom, in common with all English Churchmen, I have a great respect. He asserts7 that " the press is against Catholic
truth.....that   it   is  demoralizing
and unchristian." I protest that we may well thank God and take courage that there is so much of loyalty to Christian truth, so much of fairness in the discussion of truth, so much of forbearance to publish aught that can disseminate evil and hurtful information. It is true that the law imposes some reticences, and com-moix propriety imposes others; but far away from these necessities there is an encouragement of all that is true, and a denunciation of all that is false, which in. my view is very hopeful and gladdening. I could multiply instances; let two or three suffice. A few -weeks ago the startling theory of life and death, known by the euphonical name of <e Euthanasia/* was ventured in the pages of a weekly paper8 of great
* Ilov. B. Baring-Gould's "The Power of the Proflfl," pp. 6,7. s Tim fyectator, Feb. 15, ct soq., with which cf. this Fob. 1873.